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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  South  Westmorland. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  of  the  District  during  the  year  1946. 

The  credit  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  services  provided  must 
rest  with  my  predecessor  in  office.  Dr.  W.  Baron  Cockill,  who 
relinquished  his  appointment  on  31st  October,  1946,  after  32  years 
in  your  service. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  and  assistance  given 
to  me  by  Dr.  Cockill  in  the  taking  over  of  his  post,  and  also  the 
friendly  co-operation  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Guy,  the.  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I  am  indebted  also  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff 
for  their  willing  assistance  and  fund  of  local  knowledge  which  have 
been  most  helpful  to  me. 

We  have  now  to  look  ahead  to  a  period  of  reorganisation  of  the 
country’s  medical  services  and  overcome  the  inevitable  difficulties 
which  will  arise. 

If  you  desire  any  further  particulars  I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish 
them. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  T.  MADGE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  CHANGES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

On  31st  October,  1946,  William  Baron  Cockill,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 

L. R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A.,  D.P.H.,  retired  from  the  Appointment 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Combined  Districts  of  Westmor¬ 
land. 

On  1st  November,  1946,  Frank  Tyrer  Madge,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 

M. R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  succeeded  to  the  Appointment  on 
release  from  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  H.  Barlow,  F.S.I.A.,  relinquished  his  appointment  as  Chief 
Sanitary  Surveyor  on  31st  July,  1946,  on  his  transfer  to  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Mr.  John  Harrison,  M.R.San.I.,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A.,  was 

appointed  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  23rd  September,  1946. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  extracts  are  made  from  information  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  with  figures  for  1945  for  comparison:  — 

Area  of  South  Westmorland  Rural  Distict  in  acres  ...  151,007 


1945 

1946 

Estimated  civilian  population  (mid-year) 

16.350 

16,900 

Live  Births.  Legitimate —  males 

”5 

154 

females  . . 

108 

137 

Illegitimate —  males 

9 

13 

females  . . 

13 

9 

Total 

245 

3M 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

14.9 

18.5 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16. 1 

19. 1 

Stillbirths.  Legitimate—  males 

2 

1 

females  . . 

3 

4 

Illegitimate —  males 

— 

— 

females  . . 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

5 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births 

20 

15-7 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.67 

0.29 

„  for  England  and  Wales 

0.46 

0-53 

Deaths.  Males 

1 16 

98 

Females  . . 

94 

104 

Total  . .  . .  •  . . 

210 

202 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.8 

11. 9 

Rate,  England  and  Wales 

ir. 4 

11  -5 

Infantile  Deaths  (under  1  year) 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

44 

13-7 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

45 

90.9 

Total  Deaths  under  1  year 

IX 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

45 

19. 1 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

46 

43 

T 
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1945 

1946 

Neonatal  Deaths,  (under  1  month) 

Total  neonatal  deaths  . . 

3 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

12.2 

9-5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2  years) 

Deaths  . . 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

— 

— ■ 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

5-6 

4.4 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

— • 

— 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

— 

— 

Total  deaths 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

— 

— 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

1.79 

i-43 

Deaths  from  certain  causes :  — 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  Nil 

The  main  causes  of  death  were :  — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  ....  ...  25 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  mainly  confined  to  the  south-eastern  portion  of 
the  District,  with  small  outbreaks  at  Arnside  and  Staveley. 

Neither  of  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  been  immunised. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TABLE. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  TABLE. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

O 

1 

5 

— 

I 

4 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

15 

— 

3 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I 

35 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

I 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

55 

I 

I 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

;  65 

Total 

6 

8 

5 

2 

2 

4 

— 

2 

Of  the  cases  notified,  seven  pulmonary  (three  of  which  were  service 
cases)  and  three  non-pulmonary  were  transfers  from  other  areas. 

Two  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary  cases  died  during  the 
year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing. 

There  are  4,874  inhabited  houses  in  the  District,  and  during  1946 
24  new  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  mainly 
at  Summerlands,  Endmoor,  and  a  further  eight  were  built  by  this 
Council.  The  detailed  position  at  the  year  end  was  as  follows:  — 
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HOUSING 

Private  Enterprise. 


Location 

Licences 

Issued 

Under 

Construction 

Completed 
in  1946 

Burneside 

12 

8 

4 

Armside 

28 

l6 

2 

Crook 

2 

— 

2 

Summerlands 
(Endmoor)  . . 

15 

__ 

15 

Kirkby  Lonsdale 

6 

4 

I 

Beetham 

(Storth  and  Sandisde) 

9 

3 

.  - 

Levens 

I 

I 

— 

Witherclack  . . 

I 

I 

— 

Crosthwaite  . . 

I 

I 

— 

Milnthorpe 

3 

3 

— 

Staveley 

I 

— 

— 

Meathop 

4 

— 

— 

83 

37 

24 

By  Local  Authority. 


Location 

Tenders 

Accepted 

1946 

Under 

Construction 

1946 

Completed 

1946 

Staveley 

18 

l6 

— 

Natland 

8 

8 

— 

Milnthorpe 

40 

24 

— 

Holme 

14 

— 

8 

Burton 

10 

— 

— 

Sedgwick 

4 

— 

— 

Kirkby  Lonsdale 

22 

22 

— 

Barbon 

4 

Tenders 
Advertised  for 

Arnside  . .  . .  - 

20 

— 

— 

Storth 

12 

— 

— 

Levens 

IO 

'  — 

— 

Heversham 

4 

— 

— 

166 

70 

8 
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Licences  for  Temporary  Occupation. 

Licences  were  renewed  during  the  year  for  the  temporary  occupa¬ 
tion  of  four  dwellings  which  are  subject  to  Demolition  Orders. 

Requisitioned  Houses. 

Requisitions  on  two  houses  were  extended'  and  one  additional 
bungalow  was  requisitioned. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

76  preliminary  notices  were  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  houses  which  were  not  found  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

60  houses ‘were  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  such  notices,  and  16 
cases  were  outstanding  at  the  year  end. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 


The  following  table  shows  the  completed  figures  for  the  survey 
which  was  completed  during  the  year:  — 


Classification. 

/ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

Houses  of  a  R.V.  £ 22  or  under. 

excluding  farms 

657 

108 

1650 

440 

447 

33°2 

Houses  of  a  R.V.  over  £22, 

excluding  farms 

552 

24 

120 

I 

— 

697 

Farmhouses  * 

38 

74 

579 

177 

39 

907 

Total  (all  houses) 

1247 

206 

2349 

618 

486 

4906 

Water  Supplies. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the  District  is  the  extension  of 
public  water  supplies.  Many  areas  rely  u]3on  local  sources  of  variable 
quantity  and  often  very  doubtful  purity.  Summarised  description 
of  the  conditions  in  each  of  the  48  parishes  is  set  out  in  Appendix  4 
of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  Report. 

The  areas  supplied  by  the  Council  have  experienced  no  difficulties 
in  securing  an  adequate  quantity  of  water.  The  sources  are  scattered', 
and  the  four  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  all  were  satisfactory  except  for  plumbosolvent  tendencies 
which  will  be  corrected. 

16  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  supplies  and'  seven 
of  these  were  unsatisfactory;  advice  was  given  to  the  owners  as  to 
the  safeguards  to  be  employed. 


Sewerage. 

Many  parishes  urgently  need  sewerage,  and'the  conversion  of  privies 
to  w.c’s  is  very  desirable.  These  changes  will  involve  fairly  large 
schemes  and  they  are  dependent  to  a  great  extent  upon  improvment 
of  the  water  supplies. 

Public  Cleansing. 

12  ashpits  were  abolished  and  65  defective  dustbins  were  renewed. 
Salvage  of  waste  materials  included  the  recovery  of  over  20  tons  of 
paper. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

518  inspections  of  farm  premises  were  made  during  the  year,  and, 
arising  from  these,  190  notices  were  served  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926. 

Many  improvements  to  farm  premises  have  been  made  and  work 
was  in  progress  on  44  farms  at  the  .year  end. 

55  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  cleanliness,  and  30  of  these 
were  found  to  pass  both  tests,  n  failed  both. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  and  all  were  found  free. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  unfit  for  human  food,  and 
condemned  during  the  year :  — 


3if  lbs.  of  Bacon. 

6£  ,,  Ham. 

45  stones  of  Flour. 

1  Pig  Carcase  and  Offal. 


Tinned  Foods. 
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3  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 
:i  ,,  Dried  Milk. 

3  lbs.  Sausage  Meat. 

2  ,,  Macaroni. 

6  ,,  Baked  Beans. 

4  ,,  Jellied  Veal. 

8  ,,  Pilchards. 

4^  ,,  Soup. 

3  ,,  Salmon. 

3  ,,  Meat. 


3 


6 


2 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS 

Summary  of  Inspections  made,  and  Record  of  Notices  Served 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4954 

,,  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  end'  of  1945  under 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  '...  ...  76 

,,  Informal  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

,,  Informal  Notices  complied  with  under  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts  during  year  ...  ...  ...  224 

,,  Informal  Notices  outstanding  year  ending  31st 

December,  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

,,  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  year  end  1946  ...  2 

,,  Notices  outstanding  under  Shops  Act,  1946  ...  ...  1 

,,  Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  70 

Details  of  Inspections. 

Inspections  under  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  2050 

Dwellinghouses — Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

,,  Re-visits  ...  ...-  ...  ...  ...  362 

Movable  dwellings  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Farms — Primary  and  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  518 

Shops  inspections  ...  ...  ....  •••  •••  •••  57 

Slaughterhouse  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  preparing  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Licensed  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Schools  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Factories  and  workplaces  (visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Piggeries  inspected  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  6 

Visits  re  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

,,  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  42 

Visits  and  inspections  (new  buildings)  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Inspections  re  temporary  buildings  .  ...  ...  33 

\ 


12 


Details  of  Inspections  (continued). 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  re  ashes  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

,,  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  and'  inspections  re  sanitary  accommodation  .  102 

Water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  353 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 


Total  inspections  and  visits  for  year  ending  31st  Dec.,  1946  4954 


